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Abstract 
This paper highlights economic benefits of schooling which include potential 
to obtain paid employment or generate income through self-help employment 
using skills learnt in school. The paper emphasized that education help 
farmers in agro-processing units in production to reduce post harvest 
wastage. It highlights the benefit of schooling for farmer's productivity, 
particularly in terms of efficiency gains and increased farm productivity. As 
technological innovation spread more widely within the country, the 
importance of formal schooling in farm production ought to become more 
apparent. Education help farmer to improve attitudes, beliefs and habits that 
may lead to greater willingness to accept risk, adopt innovation, save 
investment and generally to embrace productive practices. Finally appropriate 
recommendations were given with a view of achieving the goals and intents of 
this paper.  
 
Economic vantage of schooling include, the potential to obtain paid 

employment or to generate income through self-held employment using the skills learnt 
in school. The Nigerian education system is characterized by extreme low participation 
rates, particularly in rural areas. Olaitan (1996) noted that the demand for farmers’ 
education is constrained by traditional nature of farm technology and lack of visible 
benefits of schooling in terms of farmers’ productivity. 

 
Abba-Gana (2001) opined that farmers education has an essential role to play in 

reversing the falling socio-economic status of agriculture, by providing youths and 
adults with sound knowledge of the basic principles and techniques of agriculture and 
motivation with which they can translate the acquired knowledge into real improvement 
in agricultural productivity in globalised community. 

 
As technological innovations spread more widely within the country, the 

importance of formal education in farm production ought to become more apparent. 
Literate farmers are more likely to adopt use of fertilizer than those who are illiterate. 
Egbenhyo (2009) observed that literacy has positive effect upon productivity, and that 
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education is weakly correlated with farm efficiency. According to Olaitan (2002) 
increasing literacy and numeracy may help farmers to acquire and understand 
information and to calculate appropriate input quantities in modernizing or rapidly 
changing environment.  

 
Modern agriculture practices are increasing turning out to be knowledge-based 

and hence gaining expertise in education is not an easy task for many of our rural 
farmers. Nigerian farmers require education at all levels so that, the farmers are better 
equipped to the threats of globalization, hence the need to give agricultural education a 
high priority. 
 
Benefits of Farmers' Education 

Onyishi (2004) highlights the fact that there can be no meaningful farm 
development of any country without education as an instrument. Education develops an 
individual farmer and raises his capacity to produce and make meaningful contribution 
to the development of the society. Onogwu and Fawole (1997) states that farmers have 
faced challenges in   input and output prices under new government. In addition un-
predictable weather, pest and crop diseases all contribute to an environment in which 
farmers must survive. As a result, there may be an efficiency advantage results, for 
farmers who are better prepared to anticipate and cope with disequilibria. Thus, even in 
the absence of innovation, farm production maybe enhance by investment in education. 
 

It was noted that a significant positive relationship was more likely to be found 
in areas where farmers are modernizing. Increased output is owing to schooling. The 
effects of schooling are stronger in farmers who are educated. Educated farmers were 
found to be relatively and absolutely more efficient than those without education. 
Egbule (1996) observed that educated farmers were able to take better advantage of 
opportunity to increase consumption. Abah (2004) explained that farmers education 
enhance transmission of specific information as well as formation of general skills and 
proficiencies. Education of willingness to accept risks, adopt innovations, save 
investment and generally to enhance productive practices. Education enhance the ability 
to  acquire information through experience with new technology. Education may be a 
substitute for or a complement to farm experience in agricultural production. And 
according to Kelly (2004) schooling enables farmers to learn on the job efficiently. 
Furthermore, Philips and marble (1996) noted that education may also indirectly 
increase output through its interaction with other variables. For examples, schooling 
may substitute for access to credit agencies, because they can understand financial 
transactions and keep record, increasing the livelihood of obtaining credits. 
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Gbede (2003) emphasized that other benefits of farmers’ education include 
enhanced income-generation capacity as well as other quality of life improvement. It 
enhanced general skills acquired in school; reduce technical and allocative 
inefficiencies in production. Educated farmers may be more likely to be contacted by 
agricultural extension workers looking for modern farmers to test innovation. Farmers 
are generally self-employed individual who run their own businesses to produce crops 
or other sources of farming before they will be able to successfully run this sort of 
business. 

 
Farmers’ education was important to help farmers understand the need to 

conserve natural enemies Fawole (2009) noted that educating farmers about biological 
control result in farmers using less chemical insecticides and becoming more efficient 
in their production activities. Esuruoso (1983) in Agaba (1993) cited other benefits to 
include: 

 

1. Education enables farmers to learn agro-system analysis and farmers will acquire 
the skills to make a “science” informed decision. 
 

2. Education focused on the effective marketing infrastructure and techniques of 
preservation, storage and transportation etc. With a view to reduce post harvest 
losses and ensuring returns. 

 
3. Education help farmers in agro-processing units in production to reduce post 

harvest wastage. 
 
4. Farmers’ education on various tools and techniques to better combat calamities like 

flood and drought will surely help the agricultural output. 
 
5. Soil and water testing laboratory require farmers' education about various scientific 

tools for identifying superb soil and water for agricultural purposes. Educated 
farmers can analyse soil and water samples from different regions and assesses the 
quality of irrigation water by providing appropriate recommendation using different 
quality of water to eradicate many soil related problems such as alkalinity, salinity, 
acidity etc which surely results in increased agricultural output. 

  
Finally rural farmers are potential farmers and need to be educated on the land use 

degree, and how to obtain land under the degree, application of new technologies and 
techniques of farming, sources of input for farming, organization of co-operative 
societies, harvesting and ways of reducing losses in harvesting and processing. Farmers 
need to be educated on records keeping, decision making and profitable marketing of 
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their produce. The specific training needs of farmers would however, vary from locality 
to the other. 

 
Factors Affecting Farmers’ Education 
 According to Orohu (2004) public actions relating to agricultural education has 
not been taken serious either by the local, state and federal government.... everything 
about agricultural education has not been taken seriously right from time. Okeke (1993) 
found that majority of women in agriculture are illiterates. Many of them have been 
characterized by extreme poverty, ignorant and poor health status. According to Eze 
(2003, most women in the rural areas have problems of obtaining loan to purchase 
seedlings and fertilizers. 
 
 Orohu in Okeke (2004) attributed the exodus of qualified teachers from 
teaching profession in Nigeria due to the way the profession is reduced. Teachers are 
poorly paid and therefore many qualified agricultural science teachers prefer working in 
international firms, private industries/commercial business etc because of high pay. And 
according to Farbery and Barry (2006), teachers of every type are dissatisfied, stressed, 
worn-out and frenetic and overcommitted, under challenged and are leaving the field. 
 
 Egbule (200) stressed that succinctly that shortage of facilities as well as 
organizational structures have been identified as major problems of farmers’ education 
and Okorie (2001) POINTED OUT that the standard of education among farming class 
in west Africa and throughout many tropical countries is generally low. Another force 
against farmers education in performing its expected role in meeting other facets of 
agriculture as indentified by Osinem (2007) include; 
 
a. Lack of required human resource in agricultural education, e.g. personnel and 

agricultural experts are lacking. We have not gotten enough competent teachers of 
agriculture, agricultural scientists, extension workers, administrators, planers and 
field workers. 
 

b. Lack of co-ordinated policy on agricultural education by both the state and federal 
government. 

 
c. Poor financing of agricultural education programme. Osinem (2008) buttressed that 

inadequate funding, as the case in Nigeria. MAGUIRE (2003) in Osinem (2008) 
further enumerated the changes that impact on farmers’ education to present more 
challenges to its relevance to include. Shift in focus from agriculture to rural 
development, globalization HIV/AIDS, biotechnology, urbanization and 
information technology. 
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Conclusion  
This paper has examine the need for farmers to be educated to improve 

efficiency. It highlights the benefits of schooling for farmers’ productivity. Farmers’ 
education increase the propensity to successful adoption of new innovations. It is hoped 
that the recommendations, if resolutely implemented, would bring about the attainment 
of the desired goals. 

 
Recommendations 
 

1) There is need for government and private organizations to strengthen the 
capacity/literacy levels of farmers to participate in farming more efficiently. 
  

2) There should be adequate capital allocation to farmers education programmes by 
the local, state, and federal government for better farm results. 
 

3) On the job training, in-service, refresher course, study leave etc should be given to 
agricultural personnel, experts, and teachers to update their knowledge in 
agricultural activities. 
 

4) Agricultural extension agents and other agricultural experts should organize 
seminars, workshops, firm shows etc for practicing farmers and youths to expose 
them to new innovations and modern technologies in agricultural activities.  
 

5) Agricultural research centres and agricultural institutions should be located for 
farmers to access training needs. 
 

6)  Agricultural education progarmmes should be made compulsory at all levels of the 
nation’s education systems. 
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